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Policy Recommendations to Address K-12 Sexual Assault 
April 2017
Increased activism by sexual assault survivors, powerful media attention, and leadership from the Obama Administration has dramatically increased attention on the issue of sexual assault. But most of that awareness has focused on college campuses, and, while that’s been tremendously important, we now know that young teens are often sexually abused and harassed at close to the same rates as college students. In fact, more than 40 percent of rape victims were first raped before the age of 18. 

Middle school and high school are also key moments in a young person’s life when they are receptive to messages about how to have healthy relationships and when early intervention could prevent harassing and inappropriate behavior from escalating to more serious and violent actions.  Violence and harassment also affect learning, making it harder for students to concentrate and behave, leading many to drop out of school from shame or trauma associated with their attack, or worse yet harm themselves through substance abuse or suicide.
Importantly, when schools and school personnel are trained to recognize and respond to sexual violence and harassment, and when communities take a collaborative approach to helping all young people, students are more likely to finish school and grow up to live productive and crime-free lives.

Specifically, we ask that you: 

· Ensure the Department of Education continues to enforce Title IX, which requires schools to have policies and personnel in place to help create a safe education environment for students, and holds them accountable if they fail to do so.
· Vote to fund programs that support schools and law enforcement agencies, rape crisis centers and community-based prevention organizations to provide services to victims and families. This includes:
· The Violence Against Women Act programs in the Department of Justice
· The Rape Prevention and Education Program at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and 
· The Student Support and Academic Enrichment grant program (Title IV, Part A) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).
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